
Woods Charter School Lottery Policy:   Approved 01.08.2009 
 
1. Application Period:   
October 15, 2008, through January 15, 2009. Applications will be made available online 
throughout this time frame. Anyone without access to a computer may complete their 
application at the school during regular school hours from 8:30 – 3:00 Monday through 
Friday. The application will include all dates relevant to the application, selection and 
enrollment process. 
 
2. Enrollment Period:  
 February 1, 2009, through January 31, 2010. Any openings from the start of school 
through January 31st will be filled from the priority listing. Openings that may occur after 
January 31st through the remainder of the school year will not be filled. 
 
3.  The Woods Charter School shall offer enrollment to an applicant who submits a 
completed application during the application period and meets the legal admission 
requirements unless the number of applications submitted by eligible applicants during 
the application period exceeds the capacity of the program, class, or grade level to 
which an applicant is seeking enrollment. 
 
4.  If the number of applications submitted by eligible applicants during the 
application period exceeds the capacity of the program, class, or grade level to which 
they are seeking enrollment, then acceptance for any oversubscribed program, class, or 
grade level shall be determined by lottery. 
 
5. Priority Placement:  
Children of Faculty will be given first priority followed by siblings of currently enrolled 
students who were enrolled at Woods in the previous year. Siblings must be identified no 
later than January 15th to be given priority and must complete the application within the 
deadlines outlined above. If the number of eligible enrollment priority applicants exceeds 
the capacity of the program, class, or grade level to which they are seeking enrollment, 
then acceptance of enrollment priority applicants shall be determined by lottery. 
 
6. Lottery Process:  

 

• The time, date and place of the lottery shall be clearly stated on the 
application form. 

• The lottery shall be open to the general public. 

• Separate individuals will draw, record, and verify the results of the lottery. 

• The lottery will be random with each applicant having an equal 
opportunity to be selected. 

• The lottery shall continue until all eligible applicants have been selected 
and placed on a priority listing in order of selection. 

• Within five days after the lottery, the school shall offer enrollment to the 
applicants in the order they appear on the priority listing until the school 
has offered enrollment to the number of applicants equal to the number of 
available positions in the program, class, or grade level for which the 
lottery is being conducted. 
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• Any offer of enrollment will be sent by email with a deadline within a 48 
hours time frame by which an applicant must accept the offer. If an 
applicant does not accept enrollment by the specified deadline, the school 
shall offer enrollment to the next applicant on the priority listing. 
Acceptance must be in written confirmation. 

 
 
7. Applications received after January 15th will be added to the end of the priority listing 
for that program, class or grade level that they are applying for in the order in which they 
were received. If more than one application is received simultaneously, a lottery will 
determine placement 
 
8. If, prior to the end of the enrollment period (January 31st), a position becomes 
available in the program, class, or grade level for which a priority listing exists, then the 
school shall offer enrollment in that program, class, or grade level to the next applicant 
on the priority listing 
 
9. Priority Listing:  
The Priority listing will remain in place for the applicable enrollment period. After such 
time, a new priority listing will be created based on the next year’s applicant pool. The 
application process will start new each year with all interested applicants needing to re-
apply. 
 
10. Eligible Applicant:  
All applicants must be eligible within Public School Law and must adhere to the Woods 
Charter School Promotion Policy. See the Woods Charter School Handbook under 
Section Three: Academics. Applicants applying for 10th, 11th, or 12th grade must submit a 
transcript prior to January 15th for their application to be part of the lottery. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Woods Charter School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 
or age in its admissions, programs, activities or employment. The following person has been designated to 

handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies: 
Lawrence "Buddy" Smiley:  Woods Charter School 

 P.O. Box 5008 160 Woodland Grove Lane, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 tel. (919) 960 8353  
email: bsmiley@woodscharter.org   


